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TOP DEFENSE OFFICIAL TO ADDRESS SOUTH ASIAN SECURITY 
MISSOULA—
U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Asia Pacific Security Affairs 
James Clad will speak about key security issues in South and Southeast Asia at The 
University of Montana on Thursday, March 13.
He will present “Giving ‘Lesser Asia’ the Attention it Deserves: Why South and 
Southeast Asia Matter to U.S. Security” at 7 p.m. in Gallagher Business Building 
Room 123. The event is free and open to the public.
Clad, whose career has been devoted to Asian security affairs, has just returned 
from a trip to the region with U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates. His UM 
presentation provides a unique opportunity to hear cutting-edge analysis from a 
knowledgeable and highly placed official.
“While all eyes are on Iraq and the Middle East, the vital as well as volatile area 
of South and Southeast Asia may well be more important in the long run,” said Terry 
Weidner, director of UM ’s Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center, a sponsor of Clad’s 
presentation. “South and Southeast Asia not only serve as a haven for al-Qaida and the 
Taliban, but recent political problems in Pakistan and East Timor, the rise of India as 
an economic and military power, and the vital role that the Strait of Malacca plays in
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global commerce all underscore the strategic importance of the region to the United 
States.”
He noted that the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, whose membership 
includes such powerful regional actors as Indonesia and Vietnam, is playing an 
increasingly important role in regional security issues involving the United States, 
China, India and Japan.
Clad’s presentation is co-sponsored by UM’s Office of International Programs 
and the Montana World Affairs Council.
For more information, call the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center at 406-243-
2298.
m
BD
Local, dailies 
030508clad
